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FIRST DAYS:  

Great Gracie Chase, The Rylant, Cynthia 

In My Yellow Shirt Spinelli, Eileen 

I‟m in Charge of Celebrations Baylor, Byrd 

Ish Reynolds, Peter 

Mothers Are Like That Carrick, Carol 

Nothing Ever Happens on 90
th

 Street Schotter, Roni 

So Few Me Reynolds, Peter 

LAUNCHING:  

All the Colors of the Earth Hamanaka, Sheila 

Author: A True Story Lester, Helen 

Dear Mr. Blueberry James, Simon 

Day Eddie Met the Author, The Borden, Louise 

How Writers Work Fletcher, Ralph 

If You Were a Writer Nixon, Joan Lowry 

Knots on a Counting Rope Archembault, John 

“Let‟s Get a Pup!” said Kate Graham, Bob 

Listening Walk Showers, Paul 

Mice and Beans Ryan, Pam Munoz 

Relatives Came, The Rylant, Cynthis 

Three Days on a River in a Red Canoe Williams, Vera 

Tulip Sees America Rylant, Cynthis 

Two Mr. Gibsons Toyomi, Igus 

You Have to Write Wong, Jante 

Zoom Banyui, Istvan 

Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge Fox, Mem 

My Granny Wild, Margaret 

The Memory String Bunting, Eve 

School Bus Crews, Donald 

My Little Island Lessac, France 

Corduroy Freeman, Don 

Wonderful Words Hopkins, Lee 

Fireflies Brinkloe, Judith 

Mango Street Cisneros, Sandra 

Marshfield Dreams Fletcher, Ralph 

Owen Henkes, Kevin 

Amazing Grace Hoffman, Mary 

BOOKS THAT SPARK AN IDEA  

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No-Good, Very Bad Day Viorst, Judith 

All the Places to Love MacLaughlan, Patricia 

Art Lesson, The dePaola, Tomi 

Arthur Writes a Story Brown, Marc 

Ahmed‟s Secret Heide, Florence Perry & Judity 

Chrysanthemum Henkes, Kevin 

David Goes to School Shannon, David 

Hooway for Wodney Wat Lester, Helen 

Ira Sleeps Over Waber, Bernard 

Little Engine That Could, The Piper, Watty 

Lilly‟s Purple Plastic Purse Henkes, Kevin 

Liza Lou and the Yeller Belly Swamp Mayer, Mercer 
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Lon Po Po Young, Ed 

Night Driving Coy, John 

Oliver Button is a Sissy DePaolo, Tomi 

Olivia Falconer, Ian 

Runaway Rabbit, The Brown, Margaret Wise 

Wednesday Surprise, The Bunting, Eve 

WRITER’S NOTEBOOK  

Amelia‟s Notebook Moss, Marissa 

Anastasia Krupnik Lowry, Lois 

Arthur, for the Very First Time MacLachlan, Patricia 

Caribbean Dream Isdora, Rachel 

Harriet the Spy Fitzhugh, Louise 

Hey World, Here I Am Little, Jean 

I‟m in Charge of Celebrations Baylor, Byrd 

Mr. & Mrs. Thief Kojima, Naomi 

Nothing Ever Happens on 90
th

 Street Schooter, Roni 

Poor Jenny, Bright as a Penny Murphy, Shirley Rousseau 

Sister Greenfield, Eloise 

Summer Rules Lipstye, Robert 

Three Days on a River in a Red Canoe Williams, Vera B. 

MEMOIR:  

Baby Sister, The dePaola, Tomie 

Bear That Heard Crying, The Warnock, Natalie Kinsey 

Bigmama‟s  Crews, Donald 

Birthday Presents Rylant, Cynthia 

Broken Cat Perkins, Lynn 

Chair for My Mother, A Williams, Vera B. 

Christmas Memory, A Capote, Truman 

Christmas in the Country Rylant, Cynthia 

David Goes to School Shannon, David 

Days Before Now, The Brown, Margaret Wise 

Firetalking Polacco, Patricia 

Hands Ehlert, Lois 

Homeplace Shelby,Anne 

I Love You Purplest Josse, Barbara 

Just Like Daddy Asch, Frank 

Keeping Quilt, The Pollacco, Patricia 

Koala Lou Fox, Mem 

Looking Back Lowry, Lois 

Moon Was the Best Zolotow, Charlotte 

My Father‟s Hands Ryder, Joanne 

My Steps Derby, Sally 

My Visit to the Aquarium Aliki 

My Visit to the Zoo Aliki 

Nana Upstairs, Nana Downstairs dePaola, Tomie 

No, David Shannon, David 

Now One Foot, Now the Other dePaola, Tomie 

One April Morning Lamb, Nancy 

Our Granny Cowley, Joy 

Please, Baby. Please Lee, Spike 

Out of the Ocean Fraiser, Debra 

Possum Magic Fox, Mem 
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Quilt Story, The dePaola, Tomie 

Raft, The LaMarche, Jim 

Relatives Came, The Rylant, Cynthia 

Shortcut Crews, Donald 

Silver Packages Rylant, Cynthia 

Song and Dance man, The Ackerman, Karen 

Sweet, Sweet Memory Woodson, Jaquelin 

Tell Me Again About the Night I Was Born Curtis, Jamie Lee 

This Quiet Lady Zolotow, charlotte 

Thunder Cake Polacco, Patricia 

Two Mrs. Gibsons Igus, Toyomi 

Up North at the Cabin Chall, Martha Wilson 

Walking the Log Nickens, Bessie 

What You Know First MacLachlan, Patricia 

When I Go Camping With Grandma Bauer, Marian Dane 

When I Was Five Howard, Arthur 

When I Was Little Curtis, Jamie Lee 

/When I Was Young in the Mountains Rylant, Cynthis 

When Sophie Gets ReallyAngry Bang, Molly 

Where the Wild Things Are Sendak, Maurice 

Wilfred Gordon MacDonald Partridge Fox, Mem 

Zachary‟s Ball Tavares, Matt 

PERSONAL NARRATIVE:  

Before the Storm Yolen, Jane 

Big Sister & Little Sister Zolotow, Charlotte 

Can I Keep Him? Kellogg, Steven 

Canoe Days Paulsen, Gary 

Chair for My Mother, A Williams, Vera B. 

Day of Ahmed‟s Secret Parry, Florence 

Deal With It! Powerful Words From Smart, Young Women Shubitz, Stacey 

Flower Girl Furgang, Kathy 

Hating Book, The Zolotow, Charlotte 

I Like to be Little Zolotow, Charlotte 

I Love My Hair Tarpley, Natasha 

I‟m Gonna Like Me Curtis, Jamie Lee 

Just Me and My Dad Mayer, Mercer 

Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale Willems, Mo 

Knuffle Bunny Too: A Case of Mistaken Identity Willems, Mo 

Ma Dear‟s Apron McKissack, Pat 

My Kindergarten Wells, Rosemary 

Owl Babies Waddell, Martin 

Shortcut Crews, Donald 

Sunday Morning Viorst, Judith 

Sweet Smell of Roses, A Johnson, Angela 

Fireflies Brinkloe, Julie 

Shortcut Cruz, Donald 

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No-Good, Very Bad Day Viorst, Judith 

Ira Sleeps Over Waber, Bernard 

When I Was Young in the Mountains Rylant, Cynthia 

Nana Upstairs, Nana Downstairs dePaolo, Tomie 

The Relatives Came Rylant, Cynthia 

The Snowy Day Keats, Ezra 
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I Know a Lady Zolotow, Charlotte 

No David Shannon, David 

The Paperboy Pilkey, Dav 

STRUCTURE: PATTERN:  

Our Granny Cowley, Joy 

Birthday Presents Rylant, Cynthis 

When I Was Little Curtis, Jamie Lee 

A Party Cowley, Joy 

When I Was Five Howard, Arthur 

When I Was Young in the Mountains Rylant, Cynthis 

If You Meet a Dragon Cowley, Joy 

Earrings Viorst, Judith 

The Moon Was Best Zolotow, Charlotte 

STRUCTURE:SEE-SAW  

Tough Boris Fox, Mem 

Ben and Then  

Before I Was Your Mother Lasky, Kathryn 

Pancakes, Pancakes! Carle, Eric 

Do Cowboys Ride Bikes? Tucker, Kathy 

It‟s Going to be Perfect Carlson, Nancy 

No One Told the Aardvark Eaton & Halter 

The Two Mrs. Gibsons Igus, Toyomi 

STRONG LEADS:  

On My Honor Bauer, Marion 

To Kill a Mockingbird Lee, Harper 

My Dog Skip Morris, Willie 

My Antonia Cather, Willa 

Because of Winn-Dixie DiCamillo, Kate 

The Giver Lowry, Lois 

Fireflies Brinkloe, Julie 

The Boys on the Tracks Leveritt 

Three Days on a River in a Red Canoe Williams, Vera B. 

The Relatives Came Rylant, Cynthia 

Grand Canyon Minor, Wendell 

The Bat Poet Jerrell, Randall 

The Widow‟s Broom Van Allsburg, Chris 

Tar Beach Ringold, Faith 

BEGINNINGS:  

Louis the Fish Voriks, Arthur 

The Relatives Came Rylant, Cynthia 

Fireflies! Brinkloe, Julie 

James and the Giant Peach Dahl, Roald 

The Iron Man Hughes, Ted 

Shrek Steig, William 

ENDINGS:  

Just Like Daddy Asch, Frank 

The Wednesday Surprise Bunting, Eve 

Flossie and the Fox McKissack, Patricia 

The Gift of the Magi Henry, O. 

The Relatives Came Rylant, Cynthia 

A Wrinkle in time L’Engle, Madeline 
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CHARACTER:  

Baby  MacLachlan, Patricia 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing Blume, Judy 

The Two of Them Aliki 

Through Grandpa‟s Eyes MacLachlan, Patricia 

Tuck Everlasting Babbitt, Natalie 

Autumn Street Lowry, Lois 

The Great Gilly Hopkins Patterson, Katherine 

Ironweed Kennedy, William 

SETTING:  

Very Last First Time Andrews, Jan 

Where the Forest Meets the Sea Baker, Jeannie 

The Tunnel Browne, Anthony 

Box Turtle at Long Pond  

No Star Nights Smucker, Anna 

Charlotte‟s Web White, E.B. 

Heartland Siebert, Diane 

When I Was Young in the Mountains Rylant, Cynthia 

Owl Moon Yolen, Jane 

Home: A Journey Through America Locker, Thomas 

Homeplace Dragonwagon, Cresent 

The Seashore Book Zolotow, Charlotte 

VOICE:  

The Pain and the Great One Blume, Judy 

The Keeping Quilt Polacco, Patricia 

That Was Then, This is Now Hinton, S.E. 

A Taste of Blackberries Smith, Doris 

A Medieval Feast Turner, Ann 

TENSION:  

Fatihful elephants Tsuchiya, Yukio 

The One-Eyed Cat Fox, Paula 

Ira Sleeps Over Waber, Bernard 

Hatchet Paulsen, Gary 

Woodsong Paulsen Gary 

Summer of the Swans Byars, Betsy 

DESCRIPTION:  

Squirrels Wildsmith, Brian 

Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf Ehlert, Lois 

Have You Seen The Trees? Oppenheim, JoAnne 

Waiting for Wings Ehlert, Lois 

FICTION:  

A Boy Called Snow Bruchac, Joseph 

Brave Irene Steig, William 

Painted Words Aliki 

Sister Anne‟s Hands Lorbiecki 

When Lightning Comes in  a Jar Polacco, Patricia 
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Two Bad Ants Van Allsburg, Chris 

Chrysanthemum Henkes, Kevin 

Stone Fox Gardiner 

Bad Kitty Bruel, Nick 

Grandma‟s Pride Birtha, Becky 

Jamaica‟s Find Havill, Juanita 

Mia‟s story Foreman, Michael 

Mutt Dog King, Stephen M. 

Not Norman: A Goldfish Story Bennett, Kelly 

Edwina: The Dinosaur Who Didn‟t Know She Was Extinct Willems, Mo 

Hop Jump Walsh, Ellen 

A Frog Thing Drachman, Eric 

REATHING LIFE INTO ESSAYS:  

Amber Was Brave, Essie Was Smart Williams, Vera B. 

House on Mango Street Cisneros, Sandra 

How My Parents Learned to Eat Friedman, Ina 

The Other Side Woodson, Jacqueline 

Slower Than the Rest Rylant, Cynthia 

My Side of the Story Bagdasarian, Adam 

Four Feet, Two Sandals Williams, Karen Lynne 

The Wednesday Surprise Bunting, Eve 

A Chair for My Mother Williams, Vera B. 

Chrysanthemum Henkes, Kevin 

The Paper Bag Munsch, Robert 

The Meanest Thing to Say Cosby, Bill 

Uncle Peter‟s Amazing Chinese wedding Look, Lenore 

Deal With It!  Powerful Words for Smart, Young Women Shubitz, Stacey 

ESSAY: PERSUASIVE  

A Home for Spooky Rand, Gloria 

„Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving Pilkey, Dav 

The Polar Express Van Allsburg, Chris 

Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus Szekeres, Cyndy 

Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type Cronin, Doreen 

I Wanna Iguana Orloff, Karen 

Earrings Viorst, Judith 

NON-FICTION:  

Coming to America: The Story of Immigration Maestro, Betsy 

Earth Butler, Christine 

Extreme Planets Q&A Smithsonian 

Sarah Morton‟s Day Waters, Kate 

John, Paul, George and Ben Smith, Lane 

The Journey: Stories of Migration Rylant, Cynthia 

The Moon Winrich, Ralph 

What‟s Out There?: A Book About Space Wilson, Lynn 

Big and Little Jenkins, Steve 

Elephants Swim Riley, Linda 
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How Big Were the Dinosaurs? Most, Bernard 

My Goose Betsy Braun, Trudi 

On the Move Pluckrose, Henry 

Waiting for Wings Ehlert, Lois 

Red Eyed Tree Frog Cowley, Joy 

Water Asch, Frank 

Puffins Climb, Penguins Rhyme McMillan, Bruce 

Big Blue Whale Davies, Nicola 

Chameleons Are Cool Jenkins, Martin 

Exploring the Deep, Dark Sea Gibbons, Gail 

Flash, Crash, Rumble and Roll Branley, Frank 

Sky Tree Locker, Thomas 

Life and Times of the Peanut Micucci, Charles 

Snail‟s Spell Ryder, Joanne 

Where the River Begins Locker, Thomas 

Bat Loves the Night Davies, Nicola 

If You Were Born a Kitten Bauer, Marion 

Everybody needs a Rock Baylor, Byrd 

How a Book is Made Aliki 

Stone Soup McGovern, Ann 

Pancakes for Breakfast dePaola, Tomie 

Growing Vegetable Soup Ehlert, Lois 

Springs Glover, David 

Pulleys and Gears Glover, David 

One Tiny Turtle Davies, Nicola 

Animals Nobody Loves Simon, Seymour 

Mississippi Siebert, Diane 

Skunks Greenberg, David T. 

Interrupted Journey Lasky, Kathryn 

Ducks! Gibbons, Gail 

Sleepy Book Zolotow, Charlotte 

Gentle Giant Octopus Wallace, Karen 

A Walk in the Rainforest Pratt, Kristin 

Walk With a Wolf Howker, Janni 

Baby Animals at Home Frost, Miriam 

The Good Night Circle Lesser, Carolyn 

Our Granny Wild, Margaret 

Come on, Rain! Hesse, Karen 

Winter Hirschie, Ron 

Butternut Hollow Pond Heinz, Brian 

Tulip Sees America Rylant, Cynthia 

Supermarket Krull, Kathleen 

QUESTION & ANSWER:  

Will We Miss Them? Wright, Alexandra 

What Does a Garden Need? Nayer, Judith 

What‟s Under the Log? Hunter, Anne 



Cliffside Park Public Schools 
 
 

Mentor List 

 

What‟s in the Pond? Hunter, Anne 

Building a Home Barton, Byron 

POETRY:  

Reflections on the Gift of a Watermelon Dunning, Stephen 

Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices Fleischman, Paul 

Relatively Speaking: Poems About Family Fletcher, Ralph 

Water Planet: Poems About Water Fletcher, Ralph 

The Great Frog Race and Other Poems O’Connell, George 

Baseball, Snakes, and Summer Squash: Poems About Growing Up Graves, Donald 

Honey I Love Greenfield, Eloise 

Fly With Poetry Harley, Avis 

It‟s About Dogs Johnston, Tony 

There Was a Place and Other Poems Livingston, Myra 

Ten-Second Rainshowers Lyn, Sanford 

Brown Angels Myers, Walter Dean 

The Soda Jerk Rylant, Cynthia 

Advice for a Frog Schertle, Alice 

A Fire in My Hands Soto, Gary 

A Suitcase of Seaweed and Other Poems Wong, Janet 

All the Small Poems Worth, Valerie 

Hailstones and Halibut Bones O’Neil, Mary 

The Aliens Have Landed Nesbitt, Kenn 

Heartbeat Creech, Sharon 

42 Miles Zimmer, Tracy 

FUNCTIONAL:  

Letters/Notes:  

The Jolly Postman Ahlberg, Janet 

Dear Peter Rabbit Ada, Alma 

Yours Truly, Goldilocks Tyron, Leslie 

Diary Entries:  

Past and Present Adams, Alison 

Out of the Dust Hesse, Karen 

Zlata‟s Diary Filipovic’, Zlata 

A Gathering of Days Blos, Joan 

Recipes:  

The Seven Silly Eaters Hoberman, Mary Ann 

Pumpkin Soup Cooper, Helen 

LISTS:  

Tommy at the Grocery Store Grossman, Bill 

Ira Sleeps Over Waber, Bernard 

CRAFT/TOOLS:  

Punctuation:  

Punctuation Takes a Vacation Pulver, Robin 

Clara Caterpillar Edwards, Pamela 

Waffle Raschka, Chris 

Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type Cronin, Doreen 
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Roller Coaster Crews, Donald 

If You See a Kitten Butler, John 

Sail Away Crews, Donald 

Little One Step James, Simon 

Hoptoad Yolen, Jane 

Idioms:  

More Parts Arnold, Tedd 

Metaphors:  

Car Wash Steen, Sandra 

Farewell, My Lunchbag Hale, Bruce 

Mrs. Spider‟s Garden Patton, Edith 

Onomonopeia:  

A Rumpus of Rhymes Katz, Bobbi 

Personification:  

Dirty Laundry Pile Janeczko, Paul 

Hello School! Lillegard, Dee 

Meet the Barkers dePaola, Tomie 

Craft:  

Eats, Shoots and Leaves: Why Commas Really Do Make a 

Difference 

Truss, Lynne 

Me and Uncle Romie Hartfield, Claire 

Smokey Night Bunting, Eve 

Inference:  

Journey MacLachlan, Patricia 

Last Summer With Maizon Woodson, Jacqueline 

“The Bike” (A Summer Life) Soto, Gary 

Unforgettable Language:  

Owl Moon Yolen, Jane 

Borning Room Fleischman, Paul 

Jabberwocky Carroll, Lewis 

The Great Kapok Tree Cherry, Lynne 

Taking the Ferry Home Conrad, Pam 

A Death in the Family Agee, James 

 


