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The Pride of the Raiders  

     

By: Ariel Barreras and Lauren Alderete  

 

 As the sun hides, cool winds come to play 
and beach balls are traded for math books, the inevita-
ble happened. It was back to school.  New seventh 
graders came through the doors for the first time, and 
familiar eighth graders reunited with their friends.   

 It is a time for eighth graders to reflect on 
past accomplishments, on past mistakes, and to start 
fresh in a new school year.  Eighth graders have so 
much to look forward to this year ð being the oldest 
grade in the school, going on the big eighth grade 

class trip to Broadway to see Shrek! The Musical, the eighth grade dinner dance, and 
the grand finale, graduation.   

 Seventh graders are in a brand new school, with brand new teachers to meet, 
brand new friends to make, and brand new responsibilities.  When asked to com-
ment, seventh grader Ana Restrepo said, òSeventh grade is fun.  I have made so many 
new friends.ó  Reflecting on last year, current eighth grader Lauren Alderete (and co-
writer of this article) said, òSeventh grade for me was one of the best years of school. 
It was fun and exciting. Since we never had separate classes, it was like a new adven-
ture. One of the tricky things about seventh grade was the locker. It's frustrating 
when they won't open. In the beginning, you'd always forget your combination. But 
the new seventh graders should know that we are there to help.ó   

 It is easy to readjust to the lockers 
and changing classes for the eighth graders, 
but the most difficult task for them is still 
ahead ð preparing for high school.  It is 
important for the eighth graders to work 
hard and do well, so when they move on to 
the high school next year, they will be in 
the best classes.  Now that the first mark-
ing period has come to an end, most stu-
dents feel comfortable and used to their 
surroundings, and look forward to a con-
tinued good year.   
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Students of the Month  
By: Mark Svenjak and Jake Frato 

November  

Eleni Anagnostou  

The girl student of the month for November is 
Eleni Anagnostou.  When Eleni isnõt too busy 
with her school work, she can be found doing 
one of her many hobbies -- swimming, playing 
tennis, and playing volleyball.  When asked 
about what she wants to do when she grows 
up, she says that she wants to be a financial 
analyst. Her favorite subjects are math and 

English. She is also happy about being student 
of the month and she believes that becoming 
student of the month is easy if youõre a good, 
wholesome student. 
Eleni wishes to go to 
Columbia University 
for her college educa-
tion. Her main goal in 
life right now is to do 
well in school. Keep 
on splashing Eleni! 

 

(continued on next page...) 

September 

David Rodriguez 

The Boy Student of the Month for September 
was David Rodriguez. One of his hobbies is 
bike riding. If heõs not bike riding, then you 
may catch him studying for the next chapter 
test. Speaking of studying, thatõs how David 
plans on getting into Rutgers University, 
which is where he wants to go to college. His 
favorite class is gym, and his favorite teacher 
is Mr. Lombardo. Davidõs main goal in life is 
to one day be a judge.  How does David think 
he became student of the month? òI behaved 

well,ó was simply his answer. When we asked 
Biggie Emmanuel of his opinion on David, 
he said, òDavid is a really good kid.ó Keep 
on studying David! 

Allie Jones 

Allie was the Girl Student of the Month 
for September. When she grows up she 
plans to be a carpenter or agricultural 
engineer. To do that, she plans to get 
good grades. When questioned about 
why she thinks she became student of 
the month, she said, òI was picked be-
cause I behave well and get good 
grades.ó Her main goal is to strive for 
the best. Allieõs main hobbies are read-
ing and running. Sabrina Johannemann, 
one of Allieõs friends, said ò[Allie is] 
one of the craziest people I know, and 
thatõs why weõre friends!ó Her friends 
might think sheõs crazy, but she sure is 
smart! 

October  

Valerie Delucca 

Valerie Delucca was the Girl Student 
of the Month for October. Valerie has 
a wide variety of interests such as 
playing soccer, softball, and basket-
ball. Her main goal in life is to be able 
to say that she is a good student and 
person. When asked about why she 
believes she was picked for student of 
the month, she commented on the 
good grades she receives in her 
classes. She also added that she is very 
happy to be student of the month. Her 
college of choice for when she he 
grows up is Montclair State Univer-

sity.  Her favorite subject in school is 
Social Studies. We asked Valerieõs 
friend Teresa Carrieri to tell us what 
she thinks of her friend, and she said, 
òShe is smart and 
is an awesome 
friend.ó Stay 
strong Valerie, 
Congrats!  

   Leno Kurimoto  

 The Boy Student of the Month 
for October was Leno Kurimoto. When 
he has some free time, he usually likes to 
draw, read manga (which are Japanese 
comics of anime/cartoons), and play 
video games. Leno currently doesnõt 
know where he wants to go to college, 
but he does know that he wants to possi-
bly be an artist. His favorite subject is 
Math and his favorite teacher is Mr. Beck. 
He thinks he became student of the 
month by getting good grades, and he 
seems happy about it. òLeno is a good 
friend who is very helpful when you need 
help on something,ó said friend Matthew 
Sayanlar. Keep up the good work Leno!! 
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Juan Henao  

The boy student of the month for 
November was Juan Henao. His hob-
bies include playing basketball and 
running cross country, which he 
plans on getting a scholarship in them 
to go to college. While running with 
the cross country team, Juan won 
many awards and medals. When 
asked his main goal in life he replied 
by saying that he wishes to live a suc-
cessful and glorious life. Juanõs favor-
ite subject in school is Social Studies, 
with his favorite teacher being Mrs. 
Spoto. Juan believes he became 

 

student of the month by behaving well 
and working hard in school. When asked 
about future plans, Juan hesitated, but 
replied by saying that he would love to 
join the army, become a professional ath-
lete, or a gym teacher. One of his friends, 
Sonya Abrahim, said òJuan is a good kid. 
Heõs made a big improvement from 7th 
grade to 8th grade. Heõs a great role 
model to other students. Juan has been 
very successful in his 8th grade year so far. 
Iõm proud of him.ó Well Juan, all thatõs 
left to say is, keep on running! 

 High Honor Roll  
 
Nicole S. Enescu  
Angela G. Gallina  
Gabriela Garcia  
George R. Guerra  
Wedad Haddabeh  
Karim I. Hanna  
Sabrina B. Hauser  
Ivan Huang   
Sung-Min Kwon  
Oliver Ludman  
Carolina Marin  
Rosa Montemarano   
Ana Restrepo  
Hyung J. Seo   
Sonia Topouzis  
Michael A. Turner  
Gianfranco Vaccaro   
Muna Abdelrazeq  
Eleni Anagnostou  
Lori Bacich  
Justin Camacho  
Barbara Debarros  
Hea Han  
Nathalie Hayot  
Allie Jones  
Jenan Khalil  
Monica Olveira 
Jun Hyoung Park   
Samuel Suhotliv  
Mark Svenjak  
Mayan Veno  

Honor Roll  

Michelle A. Araque  

Michael Cabusas  

Joanna Calpeno  

Teresa P. Carrieri  

Can-Yisit Ceylan  

Jeffrey Chin  

Alexa N. Daniele  

Valerie R. Delucca  

Nilufer Doruk  

Emily Faris  

Tifany J. Fernandez  

Tzvetozara Filkova  

Alexandria M. Garay  

Claudia P. Garcia  

Emily Granda  

Christopher L. Herrera  

William R. Jansen  

Soo L. Kang  

Michael Kayumov  

Veronika Kero  

Anthony M. Khelil  

Safiya Kozi  

Magdalena Lozinski  

Chelsea M. Malfitano  

Luzdemaria Melendez  

Jhocelyn V. Mircovich  

Tyler B. O'Connor  

Alejandra B. Ordonez  

Berk Ozgen  

Elias N. Pappas  

Joseph S. Ramos  

Jesus Rivera  

Samantha Rivero  

James O. Robles  

Jasmin Rodriguez  

Rosanny Rodriguez  

Tiffany Rolle  

Melissa Y. Romano  

Berk Sahin  

Paola N. Torres  

Kayla M. Vargas  

Marquis A. Wright  

Irina Zaytseva  

Sonya Abrahimzadeh  

Esteisy Aguilar  

Melissa Arfuso  

Raed Aridi  

Filip Bajovic  

Claudio Barone  

Ariel Barreras  

Carmela Cirilli  

Deborah Dias  

Olaolu Emmanuel  

Darren Fink  

Paul Gallina  

Katherine Guevara  

Faraz Jahandar-Kojouri  

Gerasimos Karkantzelis  

Woo Je Kim  

Jonathan Koonce  

Leno Kurimoto  

Mina Lisanin  

Jacqueline Lopez  

William Mailley III  

Tereza Marshyti  

Syria McCullough  

Carlos Mendoza  

Kevin Miranda  

Marvin Moreno  

Natalie Nunez  

Melis Ocal  

Esly Osuna  

Joseph Pawson  

Gramoz Peposhi  

Michael Petrie  

Stephanie Pignatelli  

Aleksandar Ramadano-

vic  

Nicolle Ramirez  

Susana Restrepo  

Sarah Sanchez  

Lino Sanfilippo  

Andrew Sayanlar  

Ridwan Sharkar  

Alivia Sohm  

Nina Svenjak  

Olyvia Thoma  

Silvana Vasquez  

Alexander Velasquez  

Hazal Z. Yalcin  
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Perspectives from the Principal . . .            

 
 

I am happy to see that there are so many great things happening in school!  Our athletic teams have done very well 
and it is wonderful to see so many of you participating in extra-curricular activities.  Special congratulations go to 
the boys on our cross country team.  Under the leadership of Coach DiGiacomo, they placed first at the Darlington 
Invitational meet this fall!   In addition to our athletes, many other groups meet on a regular basis.  The Debate 
Team meets after school with Mrs. Spoto.  Members of the Debate Team also assume the responsibility for morning 
announcements,  something that takes lots of courage!  Listen closely for their voices each morning!  Your year-
book staff is busy putting together the 2010 edition of the school yearbook.  Ms. Spiliotes and Mrs. Weiss are the 
advisors.  Mrs. Venezia and Mrs. Rapp are working with the Student Council to plan a series of activities for both 
seventh and eighth graders.  Of course, the staff of the Middle School Messenger works with Mrs. Mueller to publish 
the newspaper that you are now reading!  Are you a member of any of these groups?  Think about joining! 

 

We have already completed the first marking period.  With all of the work and the NJASK tests that are down the 
road, I guarantee that the rest of the school year will fly by.  Donõt wait for the last minute.  Check out your aver-
ages with your teachers, especially if you are worried that you are not passing a particular class.  Remember that 
you must pass at least English, math, science, and social studies with a grade of 65% or better in order to graduate 
or to go from seventh to eighth grade.  Donõt get yourself into the position where you have to attend summer 
school when you would much rather be enjoying summer vacation with your family and friends!  (Teachers are 
telling me that many of you are not doing homework and not attending extra help.  I hope that is not the case!  
Doing your homework and working with a teacher during extra help are two great ways to show a teacher that 
you care about your grades!  Seventh graders in particular need to get themselves organized!)   

 

At the end of each marking period, we present certificates to those students who achieved High Honor Roll and 
Honor Roll status.  Look for your name on the district website www.cliffsidepark.edu.   Teachers are also in the 
process of posting information to their individual websites.  By mid-December you should be able to access 
teacher sites at www.schoolworld.com. 

 

Some advice:  Put school first.  Study hard.  Attend extra help.  Participate in class.  See your teacher or Mr. 
Casamento if you need any help!  You are in charge of your own personal success! 

 

 

Be careful what you choose to do in life. 

Your life is not a personal computer. 

You may not get the chance to òreboot!ó                             

 

http://www.cliffsidepark.edu/
http://www.schoolworld.com/
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Mr. Cazõs Corner 

 

 

 

 

Well, the school year is finally in full swing. The first 
marking period rapidly went by, and second marking 
period progress reports are on their way. I would like 
to give the Middle School students some helpful hints 
for the remainder of the school year. Success in school 

depends a great deal on how effective students use 
their study time. Study a little every night. Donõt try 
to cram the night before a test. Donõt study for hours 
at a time. Take a short break and relax. Everything 

should be out of reach when you study. No phone or 
texting, no stereo or ipod, no computer or television. 
These things prevent you from concentrating on the 

main topic: passing your test. 

When the test arrives, donõt panic! Everyone gets 
nervous before a test. Tension actually makes you stay 
sharp. Let it work for you. Read the entire test before 
you do anything else. It will save you time in the long 
run because you will be able to answer the easy ques-
tions quickly and correctly. You will find that when 
you go back to the more difficult ones, the answers 
seem to pop right out at you. Some of the easy ques-
tions may provide clues to help you solve the more 
difficult ones. Good luck to all and if I can be of any 
assistance to any student, please donõt hesitate to stop 

by Room 217. 

 

Attention All Aspiring 
Actors and Actresses!!!  

 

If you are interested in 
being a part of this 
springôs play, listen for 
announcements in January for information 
about how to sign up, or see Mrs. Auslin in 

Room 104!  

  

Mr. Walkerõs Wisdom 
 

The first marking period has ended and we had 
many successes. Our cross country team had a 
wonderful season, as did Volleyball and Soccer. 
We are now looking forward to Basketball, Wres-
tling and Cheerleading. A reminder to all the stu-
dents: you must pass all your subjects to join in our 
sports program. If you fail one subject it will be 
under review by the school administration to see if 
you may join. If you fail more than one subject you 
can not compete. Please study and do your school 
work! 

 Please remember to leave your radios, cell 
phones, etc. in your lockers. If I get these articles, 
your parents will have to come in to retrieve them. 
The lost and found has many articles of clothing 
and other items in the bin. If you lose something 
please check in Mr. Walkerõs office as soon as pos-
sible. Unclaimed items will be given to the Salva-
tion Army.  I hope you have a very Happy Holiday 
and a Happy and Healthy New Year!  When you 
come back from break in January, be ready to 
work!  

  

Extra! Extra! Write all about it!  

Attention Aspiring 
Writers:  Like what you 
see?  Listen to morning 
announcements to hear 
when the next Middle 
School Messenger meet-
ing will be and join us!  
You could be the next 
big writer or editor of 
our team!  
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Our Spirited Volleyball  Team 

By: Tiffany Rolle and 
Allie Garay   

The Cliffside 
Park Middle School vol-
leyball team had a very 
successful season.  This 
was the first time every 
playing volleyball for the 
majority of the team 
members, and they still 
finished with a record of 
more wins than losses ð 8
-7. The schoolõs volleyball team is a great example of 
a hard working team. They know that the only way 
to be a success is to work together. The players in-
cluded: captains Alivia Sohm, Roberta DosSantos, 
Tereza Marshyti, Sonya Abrahim, eighth graders Esly 
Osuna, Silvanna Vasquez, Cindy Yeh, Stephanie Pig-
natelli, Nathalie Hayot, Maria Reyes, Ashley Eyler, 
Adrialys Samboy, Eva Faris, Grace Kang, and seventh 
graders Rosa Montemarano, Angela Gallina, and 
Jennie Lee.   

A big reason for the teamõs success is their 
coach, our very own Mrs. Mueller. Her coaching was 
very important in contributing to the eight victories. 
When asked about her team, Mrs. Mueller said, òAll 
in all, it was a great season.  The girls showed me the 
true meaning of teamwork, and I never doubted 
them for a second.  I am very proud to be their 
coach.ó  Congrats, girls!  

GOOOOOALLLL! Itõs the Middle School 
Girlsõ Soccer Team!  

By: Emily Granda  

 With a coach like Coach Barone, the girlsõ soc-
cer team reached all of their ògoalsó. Coach Barone has 
always been an avid soccer fan.  In her high school 
years, she liked to watch the boyõs soccer team play. At 
the time, though, there was no girlõs team.  Coach Bar-
one coached for seven years; two years for the middle 
school and five for recreation. Her experience as a 
coach sure helped our girlsõ team this year.  They fin-
ished with a record of four wins and three losses, and 
coming into this season, some girls didnõt even know 
how to dribble or pass the ball. Captain Natalie Nunez 
said, òIt was a great season.  We had a great team and 
coach and we all learned so much.ó  The other team 
members included: captains Nicolle Ramirez, Natalie 
Nunez, Melis Oscal, and players Olyvia Thoma, Ana 
Teresa Carrion, Brenda Bekarogullari, Vittoria Sculco, 
Joanna Calpeno, Valeria Delucca, Aisha Ambrose, An-
gela Gonzalez, Chelsea Malfitano, Cindy Alman, 
Melissa Estrada, Odelia Cordova, Dracey Quevedo, 
Stephany Alvarenga, and 
Teresa Carrieri.  Con-
gratulations on a great 
season girls, keep up the 
good work!  

 On the Runé. With the  CPMS Cross Country Team  

  Written By: George Guerra and Joseph Rodriguez         Edited By: Mark Svenjak 

Mr. DiGiacomo, the coach of the school cross country team, defines the sport as a òlong distance test of endurance and 
stamina that takes a tremendous amount of mental and physical toughness.ó  As we watched one of the practices, Ivan Huang stated 
that it included a lot of hard work that required a lot of training, and we could see why.  Stay hydrated guys!  Watching them prac-
tice made us realize that even though they were exhausted, they just kept going. Nina Svenjak and Juan Henao, the team captains, 
always show inspiration for the team. They always do their best and always help the team win. òIt requires a lot of motivation,ó said 
an anonymous team member, òYou donõt want to let your teammates down.ó  

Cross country is more than a sport to them, but more of a test of teamwork and a chance to prove that you can work as 
hard as anyone else. òItõs a hard sport, but if you really put your mind to it, you can pull through,ó said Nina Svenjak.  As a team, the 
cross country members took home several medals throughout the season, showing that their hard work and effort produced positive 
results.  The boysõ team, during their season finale, won at Darlington Middle School Invitational.  To add to that, here are a few 
pointers for the team members: donõt give up! It can be hard to keep running for so long , but try your best, and if you stick with it, 
the guarantee is the team will be stronger, not only in running, but also when you apply those concepts to school work, and any-
thing else for that matter.  


