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Cliffside Park Named òHigh Performing Districtó 
Recently, the Cliffside Park School 

District received the highest state       

assessment designation--High Perform-

ing District after being monitored by the 

New Jersey Department of Education 

through NJQSAC. The New Jersey Qual-

ity Single Accountability Continuum 

(NJQSAC) is an on-site assessment    

conducted by the Bergen County Depart-

ment of Education.  The monitoring   

process is designed to evaluate the dis-

trictôs performance. 

The local assessment was conducted 

by a team of educators, led by Bergen 

County Superintendent of Schools, Dr. 

Aaron Graham.  The assessment consoli-

dates and incorporates the monitoring 

requirements of state laws and programs 

and incorporated federally required im-

provements.  The system evaluates 

school districts in five key components.   

Based on extensive research, these have 

been identified to be key factors in effec-

tive school districts.  These include: In-

struction and Program; Personnel; Fiscal 

Management; Operations; Governance. 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  M i c h a e l               

Romagnino, stated that, ñObtaining the 

recognition as High Performing District  

was the culmination of a rigorous self 

assessment process.ò  He added, ñI met 

with our team of dedicated educators for 

months before-hand to gather required 

documentation.  Principals, coordinators, 

teachers, parents and students were all 

extremely cooperative.  I would like to 

personally thank all who demonstrated 

the utmost professionalism throughout 

this arduous process.  It is such an honor 

to have concrete evidence of our ex-

tremely competent educators receiving 

the recognition they deserve.ò 

 

For the first time in recent       

history, no Cliffside Park School has been 

identified as a ñSchool in Need of Im-

provementò according to the School Im-

provement Status Summary Report pro-

vided by the New Jersey Department of 

Education.  A School in Need of Improve-

ment is a term applied to schools that have 

failed to make Annual Yearly Progress 

(AYP) in either Math or Language Arts 

Literacy on standardized tests for two 

years in a row.  All Cliffside Park Schools 

have either made AYP in Math or Lan-

guage Arts or are only in Year I status.

 Cliffside Park High School, 

School # 3, School #4, and School # 5 all 

met 41 out of 41 indicators of success ac-

cording to No Child Left Behind Guide-

lines.  School # 6 Elementary School Stu-

dents also met 41 out of 41 indicators of 

success.  However, School # 6 Middle 

School students met 40 out of 41 indica-

tors.  All School # 6 student subgroups 

attained AYP status in Math and Lan-

guage Arts with the exception of Students 

with Disabilities who did not attain AYP 

status in Math.     

 These results indicate exceptional 

progress and I congratulate teachers, stu-

dents, and parents for working together to 

elevate the academic achievement of all 

students.  Throughout 2010, our schools 

will be focusing on including students 

with disabilities in general education math 

classrooms, which we believe will posi-

tively impact their math scores.  

Michael J. Romagnino 

 

S U C C E S S F U L  

 

 SCHOOLS  

2009 -2010 Annual Yearly Progress Results  

News  from the Desk of  the Superintendent of  Schools  

 Cliffside Park School Dis-

trict has joined a consortium with     

Rutgers Center for Math, Science and 

Computer Education (CMSCE) that has 

been awarded the $300,000 IMproving 

Partnerships and Active Collaboration 

for Teaching (IMPACT) Grant.  The 

CMSCE will collaborate with Bergen-

field, Bogota and Palisades Park Public 

School Districts and the Middlesex 

County Educational Technology Train-

ing Center to provide professional de-

velopment to assist teachers with be-

coming highly qualified.   

In the first year of the three 

year grant, certified special education 

teachers will learn strategies to help 

students with special needs to study 

math in the general education class-

room.  Training will incorporate 21st 

century skills and technologies. 

CMSCE and The Middlesex County 

Educational Technology Training    

Center will assist teachers with honor-

ing individual differences by creating 

personal lesson plans and using tech-

nology to help students overcome ob-

stacles to academic success.  

 To assist teachers to take 

steps towards becoming highly quali-

fied in math, CMCSE will contract 

Educational Testing Service to offer a 

Praxis Prep course. Praxis is utilized to 

measure a teacherôs knowledge in core 

content areas. Mr. Romagnino stated 

that joining the consortium is another 

example of ways that Cliffside Park 

School District is aggressively pursuing 

alternative funding sources.   

CPSD Partners to  
Win Grant  



CPSD Contracts New Food Service  

        Superintendent Romagnino is 

proud to report that every elementary 

Cliffside Park classroom grade 1 ï8 

will now be retrofitted with a new tech-

nology that will enhance the learning 

experience for all students.  Through  

American   Recovery and Reinvest-

ments Act (ARRA) funds, interactive 

whiteboards placed in district class-

rooms will now transform learning by  

requiring active    student participation. 

Interactive whiteboards allow teachers 

to record their instruction and post the 

material for review by students at a 

later time. This can be a very effective 

instructional strategy for students who 

benefit from repetition or  for those 

who need to see the material presented 

again. Teachers can use Interactive 

Whiteboards to:  

Save lessons to present to          

students who were absent 

Create video files to teach a       

software application or a lesson 

Use the built-in maps to teach   

continents, oceans, countries, or states 

and capitals 

Display presentations created by 

student or teacher 

Create e-folios including          

samples of their work and narration 

Take notes directly into Power-

Point presentations 

Reinforce skills by using on-line 

interactive web sites 

Teach editing skills using editing 

marks 

Teaching steps to a math           

problem. 
     On behalf of our educators, Mr. 

Romagnino invites you to visit our 

classrooms to see, firsthand, how tech-

nology has transformed learning in our 

schools.  We are giving students every 

opportunity to succeed in the world of 

tomorrow. 

Technology Infusion to Transform Classrooms  

As a result of ongoing meet-

ings between board members and ad-

ministrators that occurred throughout 

the past year, Cliffside Park School 

District has contracted Pomptonian 

Food Service, of Fairfield, New Jersey 

to meet our schoolsô food service 

needs.  It is anticipated that this pro-

vider will offer improved quality and 

an expanded variety of meal options 

for students at all grade levels.  Mr. 

Romagnino stated, ñWe believe   

Pomptonian Food Service will offer  

the best plan to respond to the wishes 

and concerns of parents and students.ò

  Complete meals in 

the elementary schools will be offered 

for $2.50.  These will include an en-

trée, bread, services of fruit and vegeta-

bles and a milk selection.   Addition-

ally, packaged snacks and beverages 

will be available for students to pur-

chase and all snacks will meet the dis-

trictôs approved Wellness Policy 

Guidelines. High School and Middle 

Schools meals will be offered for 

$2.75.  These will feature an expanded 

selection of popular hot entrees,           

assorted fresh garden salads, deli     

sandwiches, a fresh fruit basket, fresh 

vegetable selections, cupped fruit and 

more.  If you have any questions or 

comments regarding the school nutri-

tion program, please feel free to contact 

Food Service Director, David Ander-

son at comments@pomptonian.com. 

School # 4 Offers Parent/Child Book Club  

 Beginning December 10th, 

School # 4  began a Book Club for stu-

dents and parents.  The main goal is to 

promote a love of reading and to pro-

vide time for independent reading.  It is 

anticipated that the group would ignite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

some good literary conversation among 

parents and children, along with some 

shared interest and, of course, precious 

time together.  Mrs. Giancola, School 4 

Principal, wanted the children to see 

school administration, teachers, and 

adults model and share the love of read-

ing.  According to Principal Giancola, 

ñWe believe in   creating a district-wide 

environment that promotes and sup-

ports literacy.ò  The program was spon-

sored by the Girl Scouts 

 The group meets  at night 

for an hour in hopes of attracting work-

ing parents as well.  Members read sec-

tions of each book before the meeting 

and simply come together to discuss it.  

The group has created an environment 

of mutual  respect where students and 

parents can express their opinions 

freely.  To date, ten students and two 

parents have joined the club, but the 

founders hope more parents will find 

the time.  



In the Schools...  

A Champion is an Educator in CPSD  

Cliffside Park should be proud 

to note that 5th grade teacher and middle 

school wrestling coach, Scott Kellen, 

recently won first place in the Interna-

tional Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Federation   

N o-G i  W or l d  C ha mp i o ns h i p .  

 Scott competed at the Master 

Blue Belt Light-Weight Division.    

Master division includes contestants 

that are ages 30-35 and Light-Weights 

must weigh in at less than 162 lbs.  

Scott flew to California on November 

4th and partook in one of his favorite 

hobbies, rock-climbing, in Bishop, Cali-

fornia before driving four and half hours 

to Long Beach to compete in the tourna-

ment which was held on November 8th.  

Scott had to defeat three opponents on 

his quest to victory.  In his first bout, he 

defeated his opponent 

with ease by a decision of 

8-0.  His second round  

proved most trying, as he 

was tied with his oppo-

nent from Los Angeles at 

a score of 0-0 until the 

end and won by advan-

tage.  Finally, Scott     

defeated his opponent 

from Illinois 3-0 in the 

finals to win first place. 

 Please join our 

district in congratulating 

Scott. He is a role model 

for our students of how 

hard work and dedication 

pays off with outstanding 

results!  5th Grade teacher, Scott Kellen is featured in the center.  

 CPHS Boys Soccer wrapped 

up itôs third straight League Champi-

onship this past month. 

 

 CPHS Boys and Girls Cross 

Country squads finished great seasons 

this fall.  Our Boys went undefeated in 

the League and Sherif Ali won the 

individual League Title.  Sherif won 

the State Sectional Championship and 

qualified to compete in the  Group 

Championships at Holmdel Park.        

The CPHS Girls Cross Country Team 

won the Silver Medal at the League 

Championships.    

 The Cliffside Park After 

School Program is in full swing.  

Channel 7 news came to CP to see NJ 

After 3 and Cliffside Parkôs after-

school programs on Friday January 8, 

2010.  They did a segment  on Home-

work and academics and were very 

impressed with the wide variety of 

courses being offered! 

 The Drama Club of Cliffside 

Park High School has been keeping 

busy practicing their roles in the musi-

cal Once Upon a Mattress, which runs 

from March 25th to March 27.  Please 

join us to support our local stars.  

       On March 24th, the Parent   

Awareness Group will host the Annual 

Fashion Show at the Fiesta Restaurant.

    

 On Saturday, January 16, 

2010, The CPHS Project First Robot-

ics team participated in a scrimmage 

match in Hightstown.  The all Fresh-

men team finished 6th of 20 and dem-

onstrated outstanding teamwork while 

having a great deal of  fun.  

 Cliffside Park students     

recently participated in two Elks 

Lodge #1502 sponsored essay con-

tests. The first theme was ñIôve Got 

Better Things to Do Than Drugs.ò  

The sixth grade winner was Vanessa 

Cameron from School #6.  Middle 

School winners were Lenny Cerros 

(Grade 7) and Carmela Cirilli (Grade 

8).  Lenny and Carmella will move on 

to the NJ State Elks competition. The 

second essay theme was ñThe Ameri-

can Dream ï What Is it?ò  First place 

went to Quazi-Basir Alam from 

School #6.  Christin Kim from School 

#6 took second place.  Third place 

went to Gabriel Rodriguez-Rosas from 

School #3.  Basir and Christian will 

also move on to the state competition.  

Congratulations also goes to Mary 

Anderson from School #6 for her win-

ning entry in the Elks anti- drug abuse 

poster   contest.   

 Across the district, stu-

dents are working together to develop 

plans to assist the people of Haiti, who 

have suffered tremendous losses as a 

result of a devastating earthquake.  

School    # 6 Student Council met on 

January 21,2010 to finalize plans for a 

Haiti Relief Fund project.  In School # 

3, each student donated $1.00 on Hat 

Day and raised over $200 in all. On 

the same day, every teacher and staff 

member made a donation to help the 

relief effort. On January 21st , School   

# 3 also hosted school wide ñBake 

Saleò to raise additional monies to aid 

the Haiti earthquake victims.  School 3 

raised over $1,100 in all.  These les-

sons in service to others and character 

are an integral component of the Cliff-

side Park School District curriculum.  

Thank you for supporting each effort 

to help our neighbors. 


