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KNOWLEDGE IS POWER  IN THIS ISSUE 

Dear School 5 Families~ 
 The calendar is turning and 
we’ve recently celebrated our 100th 
day of school!  During these winter 
months, there has been much going 
on at School 5!  We had a beautiful 
holiday season that included the 
gift of giving as our pre-
kindergarten sang holidays songs 
for our senior friends at Sunrise 
Living.  From there our students 
have not stopped giving and 
sharing with each other.  Our fifth 
and sixth graders worked with our 
little ones in writing letters and 
sharing stories  for World Read 
Aloud Day and Read Across 
America – so beautiful to see how 
our younger grades enjoyed 
working with their big friends! 
 I am very proud of our 
classes as their compassion 
extended to students in Parkland, 
Florida.  A few days after the 
tragedy, the fifth grade decided to 

share a story of friendship with our 
second graders.  While the fifth 
graders wrote beautiful letters to 
help heal the deep wounds of the 
students, our second graders cut 
out hearts and drew pictures to tuck 
inside the envelopes – such an 
incredible outpouring of support. 
 Additionally, the past few 
months brought a couple of “firsts” 
to our school!   We had our first 
spelling bee and will cheer on Emily 
Cruz in the county championship! 
Our first “Girls Who Code” semester 
resulted in our sixth grade girls 
designing a website.  School 5 also 
had its first “Makers Day” to 
incorporate more STEM!  

While we were warmed by 
all the activity and learning during 
the winter, let’s bring on spring and 
more excitement at School 5! 
~Mrs. Martinotti 
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While the weather outside was cold 
and snowy, the inside of School 5 
was warm from interesting lessons, 
celebrating our love of books,  and 
participation in exciting activities! 

Mrs. Rutz: Pre-K 
In Mrs. Rutz’s Pre-K Class we were 
very busy learning about the 
different holidays in December. The 
students had their Holiday Show 
where they sang a few songs to the 
school 5 families. In January we 
listened to many winter stories such 
as The Jacket I Wear in the Snow 
where we learned about the 
different articles of clothing that we 
wear in the winter. We continued 
using counting in our projects 
whether it was counting buttons on 
a snowman or even counting how 
many snowflakes are in their 

picture. In 
February, we 
learned the 
meaning of love by 
sharing our family 
projects of who, 
what and places 
that we love. We 
learned the 

importance of keeping our teeth 
healthy and how important our five 
senses help us each day. In March, 
we welcomed many guest readers 
to our classroom and school.  The 
students enjoyed drew rainbows 
and wrote about their favorite color 
in the rainbow. We are looking 
forward to the exciting things that 
will be happening in the last few 
months of school. 
 

Ms. Fontana: Pre-K 
Time is flying in Pre-K! It feels like it 
was just yesterday that we were 
discussing holiday traditions and 
getting into the holiday spirit by 
making our own gingerbread 
houses and sharing holiday cards 
with our friends. Upon returning to 
school from our winter break, we 
jumped right into talking about 
snow. We participated in STEM 
(science/technology/engineering/m
ath) activities, like creating 2D and 
3D snowflakes with marshmallows 
and toothpicks, and made synthetic 
snow. Through January and 
February, we talked about very 
important people including Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Abraham Lincoln, 
and George Washington. In 
February, we discussed healthy 
foods and dental hygiene habits, 
discussed what we love and how to 
say “I love you” in American Sign 
Language for Valentine’s Day. Our 
class is looking forward to 
springtime activities in the 
upcoming months as we get closer 
to being Kindergarten ready! 

Ms. Sanchez: Pre-K 
In December, we spent time 
learning about holidays celebrated 

around the world such as 
Christmas, Hanukkah and 
Kwanzaa.  Also in January, we rang 
in the new year talking about winter 
by discussing the changes of 
weather, various winter activities 
you can partake in and sorting many 
animals that hibernate, migrate and 
adapt! In February, we focused on 
our emotions and feelings, and we 
even got a chance to mail love 
letters to our families! We also 
touched up on the Chinese New 
Year celebration. In March, we 
welcomed various readers into our 
classroom for Read Across America 
Week and participated in various 
Dr. Seuss activities such as coming 
up with wacky thoughts and 
making silly socks! We look forward 
to all the exciting things that will 
come in last semester of the school 
year!  

Mrs. Montana: Pre-K 
In Mrs. Montana’s class we worked 
on many fun and exciting winter 
projects and activities. Our pre-k 
students did a fabulous job in our 

winter 
concert. They 
also sang 
holiday songs 

A Peek Inside 
Our Classrooms 
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for a local senior center. Our class 
read many engaging books such as, 
The Snowy Day, by Ezra Jack Keats. 
Students made their own 
“footprints in the snow” by foot 
painting! They also 
explored  animals that hibernate in 
the winter, as well as bear books by 
Karma Wilson, such as The Bear 
Snores On and many others.  As one 
of our center activities, we 
simulated a “bear cave” within the 
classroom. Students enjoyed 
reading their books in the “bear 
cave” and socializing with their 
classmates. Our class also 
continued to enjoy making 
connections while practicing letter 
recognition, with books such as, If 
You Give A Moose A Muffin, by Laura 
Joffe Numeroff, by baking corn and 
blueberry muffins in class! During 
the month of February, students 
participated in several activities on 
dental health and nutrition. During 
Read Across America week, 
students enjoyed many Dr. Seuss 
books, read by several of our 
awesome guest readers. It was also 
an opportunity for students to 
participate in patterning and 
rhyming projects. For the month of 
March, students are becoming 
familiar with their neighborhood, 
transportation and community 
helpers. We are all looking forward 
to spring and some warmer 
weather!      

Mrs. Lee: Pre-K 
Time has definitely gone by very 
quickly and the students have 
learned so much throughout these 
past few months.  In December, we 
learned about many different 
holidays such as Hanukah, 
Kwanzaa, Posada, and of course 
Christmas.  We made bracelets with 
our friends and gave them as a gift 
for the Holidays. We studied about 
our 5 senses and explored different 
ways to maximize each sense that 
we use daily.  In January, we learned 

about the winter weather and ways 
animals change during the cold 
season.  We had fun exploring with 
shaving cream and glue, which 
created a really cool 3D snow 
effect.  The students were amazed 
and loved creating the snow.  In 
February, we focused healthy 
eating and ways to keep our teeth 
strong.  We learned about healthy 
eating habits and ways to exercise 
in the classroom and at home.  Also, 
we learned about the Winter 
Olympics and different sports to 
play.  We pretended to ski and won 
gold medals for ourselves.  In 
March, we began talking about 

rhyming words 
and silly books 
written by Dr. 
Seuss.  I cannot 
wait to continue 
to keep the 

students 
engaged and hope they will 
continue to love learning till June. 
 
Ms. Hompesch: Pre-K 
Our class has been very busy! In 
addition to our daily individual 
instruction time, the students have 
been working very hard on a 
number of group lessons pertaining 
to the holidays, monthly units, and 
our Fundations literacy program. 
They have also participated in a 
number of sensory-based activities 
and projects to help strengthen fine 
and gross motor skills, build 
tolerance to different textures and 
materials, and to help regulate 
them to be relaxed, attentive, and 
prepared for each school day. As 
winter arrived, we learned about 
the change in weather and various 
other things relating to the season, 
such as snow, winter animals, and 
hibernation. We also strengthened 
fine motor skills while learning 
about and creating projects to 
display for  the winter holidays 
and ”Read Across America” week. 
The students loved having our 

guest readers visit and were very 
attentive and enthusiastic! 
Although March has “come in like a 
lion,” we are hoping it “goes out like 
a lamb” (as they say) because we 
cannot wait for all of the exciting 
and upcoming spring activities. The 
students are really looking forward 
to getting outside more and 
learning about nature!  
 
Ms. Clinton: Pre-K 
Ms. Clinton was thrilled to return to 
her students on January 2 after 
maternity leave. We jumped right in 
to working on our unit on winter 
weather. We read books such as The 
Mitten By: Jan Brett and sequencing 
the events of the book using props. 
We also learned about arctic 
animals such as the polar bear. We 
explored how these arctic animals 
keep themselves warm in the cold, 
cold weather (blubber, thick fur, 
etc.). Come February we began our 
unit on emotions and enjoyed an 
extra fun cooking group where we 
made “big, green monsters” to go 
along with the book Go Away, Big 
Green Monster By: Ed Emberley. In 
the beginning of March we have 
enjoyed celebrating Read Across 
America Week and welcoming 
guest readers into our classroom. 
We look forward to our upcoming 
units on community and spring 
weather! 

Ms. Cohen: 
Pre-K 

 Ms. Cohen’s 
class has been 
busy working on 
many exciting 
projects. We had a wonderful time 
preparing and presenting our holiday 
show, both for our families at School 
5, and in the senior center in 
Edgewater. 
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REACHING OUT 

When tragedy struck in Parkland, Florida, our students 
wasted no timein reaching out to send healing 
thoughts to those affected.  Fifth and second grade 
students shared a story of friendship and wrote 
beautiful letters.  Thank you Mrs. Stitz, Ms. Scordo, 
and Mrs. Orso for overseeing this beautiful gesture. 

 

 

SAFETY PATROL 

School No. 5 has new members to our Safety Patrol 
Squad!  We were proud to present badges, belts, and 
hats to Silvia, Steven, Madison, Stephanie, Stephany, 
Caroline, Valentina, and Marta! 

 

 

DENTAL HEALTH MONTH 

Say cheese and show us your pearly whites!  February 
was Dental Health Month and School 5 had many 
lessons on keeping our teeth healthy and white!  Nurse 
Jenn visited many classes to teach about good habits!  
During this time we discussed the 
different holidays families celebrate, 

and how they do so. We made 
menorahs and “lit” one for each day of 
Hanukkah using tissue paper. We read 
stories about the holiday of Kwanzaa, 
and talked about the purpose of each 
day. Our class enjoyed reading and 
completing Christmas decorations 
before our winter break including a 
Santa project with a shaving cream 
beard.   Since the new year has begun, 
room one has spent time talking about 
winter, snow, and hibernation. We had 
a lot of fun reading the story “Snow” 
and creating a melted snowman 
project. It has been a great winter, and 
we can’t wait to get to work on all that 
spring has in store! 

 
Mrs. MacRae & Ms. Corcoran: 
Grade 1 
Both first grade classes are excited to 
publish their Nonfiction All About class 
book after completing the Nonfiction 
Reading and Writing units. We 
completed our Sound and Light unit in 
science. Students enjoyed becoming 
scientist and exploring sound and light. 
We look forward to the third trimester 
filled with learning! 
 
Mrs. Orso & Mrs. Vento: Grade 2 
The second grade classes went on a 
nature hunt to find different kinds of 
solids. Then we sorted them into two 
categories, natural objects and human-
made objects. We are currently 
exploring liquids and their properties. In 
Writer’s Workshop, we are learning 
from the nonfiction author, Gail 
Gibbons. The students will begin their 
own nonfiction research and writing 
next week. 
 
Mrs. Maurizio & Ms. Robles: 
Grade 3 
Both third grade classes were excited to 
wrap up their Nonfiction Unit of 
Writing. We will be celebrating this 
accomplishment, by sharing our 
published books with School #5. In 
honor of Read Across America Week, 
we had a special guest reader, Judge 

Martinotti, who read a book to us about 
the judicial system. We had so many 
connections to the story because we 
just learned about U.S. Government in 
Social Studies! 
 
Mr. Nichols & Ms. Rodriguez: 
Grade 4 
In fourth grade this trimester, students 
have been enticed by the world of 
nonfiction! We’ve read nonfiction texts 
from newspaper articles to textbooks, 
biographies, and informational 
websites. Reading and writing 
nonfiction has been empowering! 
We’ve become "experts" on the topics 
and subjects after doing our research. In 
science, we’ve continued working like 
scientists and have explored the world 
of Energy and Soils, Rocks, and 
Landforms. The fourth grade has also 
held a Snack Sale this trimester and 
raised enough money to plan a trip to 
the New Jersey State House! We can’t 
wait to learn more about our 
Legislature! 
 
Ms. Scordo: Grade 5 
The 5th grade had been working 
diligently to complete their Biographies 
on individuals they consider to be their 
role models. We have also completed 
our Nonfiction unit 
in Language Arts, 
and have moved on 
to begin our Fiction 
Unit! The fifth 
grade students also 
worked 
collaboratively with 
Mrs. Orso’s second 
grade class to write letters to the 
families and those affected at Florida 
Parkland High School.  All students 
were excited to show their heartfelt 
support with their inspiring letters and 
beautiful illustrations. 

Ms. LaRose: Grade 6 

The 6th Grade finished a unit on China 
and researched the Lunar Moon 
Festival. Students filled a box of 

5901 fineTu~nc\ R . ~ 
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fortunes for schoolmates to choose, 
created lanterns, drew elaborate 

dragons 
and 

designed 

informational posters.  All were on 
display in the hall.  President’s Day was 
celebrated by writing letters to 
President Trump and researching one of 
our country’s presidents.  We just began 
observing the phases of the moon and 
recording what we see in handmade 
booklets. And, of course, each day we 
read! 
 
Mrs. Stitz: ELL 
The ELL students kicked off the New 
Year by writing New Year’s Resolutions, 
and discussing ways we would try to 
keep our Resolutions no matter how 
hard it is.  We recently worked with the 
2nd and 5th grade students. We wrote 
and mailed letters to the students of 
Florida Parkland High School. We felt it 
was necessary to show our support 
during this very difficult time for those 
families.  The students also read a story 
and discussed the importance of 
friendship and lending a helping hand 
whenever necessary.  
 
Ms. Morales: Resource Room 
Students in the RR have been busy 
learning about many influential people. 
In celebration of Black History Month, 
students were introduced to African 
Americans who have made an impact in 
the world. In observance of Women’s 
History Month, students are learning 
how women today are educators and 
athletes, politicians and activists, 
doctors and adventurers. How women 
entrepreneurs boldly lead in business, 
women scientists make breakthrough 
discoveries, and women journalists and 
writers suggest new ways of examining 
issues and events.  

Band: Mr. DiLisio 
The fifth and sixth grade Band members 
have been practicing very hard getting 
ready for the Band Spring Concert 
which is on May 10th. 
 
Guidance: Mrs. Matulewicz 
The first and fifth grades learned about 
Mindful Bodies, Mindful Listening, 
Mindful Breathing, and Heartfulness 
(sending kind thoughts). 

  
 
Library: Ms. Mollinedo  
This trimester has been very busy for all 
of our students in library class. The 1st-
3rd grade learned a lot about the 
different kinds of awards that our 
Children’s Authors receive for their 
writing and illustrations. They 
researched past Newbery and Caldecott 
winners and also checked out a lot of 
Award winning books as well. We had 
discussions of the criteria needed to be 
nominated- but SHHHHH no one knows 
who is nominated and it is kept TOP 
SECRET until the winners are 
announced.  The 4th-6th graders 
worked very hard on presentations for 
the 1st -3rd graders on the continents. 
They researched, planned out 
information and put it all together to 
host information sessions about the 7 
continents to the younger grades. The 
end result was much more creative and 
informative than they could have 
imagined!  
 
 

      

 
 
  

School 5 

Spelling B-E-E! 

Students in grades 4-6 studied word lists 
for months under the guidance of Ms. 
LaRose and Ms. Morales.  Finally on 
February 5th we had our first spelling bee!  
Vincent Gavazi earned the bronze, Camilla 
Oviedo the silver, and Emily Cruz was our 
gold medalist!  She will represent School 5 
in the County Tournament on Match 15th! 

 

Makers’ Day! 

 
School No. 5 received a mini grant from 
NJ Stem Pathways Network and was able 
to host a Maker’s Day Faire. In 
preparation for the Faire, the students in 
grades 5 and 6 were given topics to 
explore and had to come up with ideas 
that would lead to activities they could 
host for grades 1-4. The Faire was a 
success and students who visited were 
able to create constellations with 
marshmallows and toothpicks, make arts 
and crafts with popsicle sticks, paint 
jewelry boxes, make dream catchers, 
crawl through the maze, visit the LEGO 
and K’Nex building table, plant flower and 
vegetable seeds, create chemical 
reactions and build a SCRIBBLE BOT! We 
had so much fun, we hope to make this an 
annual tradition!! 
 
 

&!
-7- • :-]~•.-1 

,#~' • ... .,;L ,; ' 
.,. .: ~ - ' """' j 

~ .. -~ ·L ,t. i 
~-,_4.;__~JJ 



SCHOOL NO. 5 NEWSLETTER | Issue # 2 6 

 

 

 

 

Students of the Month are selected 
by their teachers based on their 
observations of students reaching 
personal goals.  These goals can be 
related to academic achievement, 
improved conduct, or any area a 
student proves he or she has worked 
hard to improve.  Take a look at those 
who set their goals and achieved 
them! 

DECEMBER 

TATE KIM 
YANNI MEL LOPEZ MATOS 
ALESSANDRA ACQUAVIVA 
METE YILDRIM 
LILIANA BIASI 
AMINTA BAH 
GABRIEL CHAJON 
IRIS FLORES 
ALISSON GALVEZ 
DYLAN GARDENIER 
ELIJAH ACEVEDO 
KASSIDEE MARCHIGANO 
CHRISTIE DUARTE 
ANDY TOJ 
SOFIA JURIC 
DAYOLIN PEREZ 
ASHLYN ESTRADA 
RONNELL AVILA 
KEANII DILLARD 
KEVIN MATIAS 
YEISSY HERNANDEZ 
 
JANUARY 

JULIAN CHIRA 
EROS AHMETI 
TERRELL NEWTON HARRIS 
EVA VIJOLAN-BOBELEA 
ROMAN LOH 
LEYLA FIRAT 
MIA ROTH 
FABIO QUEIROZ 
JOSELIN BALAN 

AUSTIN HROMIN 
DYLAND RUIZ 
ROHAT DAYAKLI 
ALLAN VALDEZ 
MARKUS DILLARD 
ALYA YILMAZ 
SEBASTIAN ASTUDILLO 
JEFFREY CACEROS 
LILIANA CHITAY 
THEO GARCES 
MELANIE RUIZ LEON 
JOHANA QUEVEDO CORDOVA 
FEBRUARY 

OLIVER MARTIN 
JAVIER ZAMORA 
JAXSON MCGUIRT 
BRIAN ZHENG 
JAYLEE DEJESUS 
ABIGAIL MICHEL 
RYAN AOKI 
AYDEN CURRARCHICH 
JOSTIN MUNOZ 
ASEEL ABUSIAM 
VICTOR GONZALEZ 
BRYAN ESTRADA 
MARIA FERREIRA 
GAEL HERNANDEZ 
ADAM SAED 
MELVIN LOPEZ CANIL 
SHARON YILDRIM 
SAHIR BAKSH 
NANCY HABIB 
BILGE BALCI 
CINDY COC 
 
 
Congratulations to all! 

           

 

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH  

 

Liliana, Pre-K 
Liliana is one of our sweet pre-k students who comes to 
school ready to learn! 

 

Kevin, Gr. 5 
Kevin works hard every day and is always smiling!!  He is 
a great author! 

 

Jostin, Pre-K 
Jostin is on Mrs. Montana’s class and loves to learn!  He 
is a great listener and enjoys learning! 

 

 

Students of the Month 
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School No. 5 believes not only in 
strong academics but in being the 
best person we can possibly be.  
Every month we focus on a 
different character trait.   
Teachers select Citizens of the 
Month who have exhibited 
outstanding qualities of that 
trait.  Here they are…. 

 

DECEMBER: “RESPONSIBILITY” 

JAXSON AGUILA 
SOPHIA VALENZUELA 
MASON KIM 
LEONIDAS GARCIA 
SOPHIA ESTEVEZ 
MIA ROTH 
MIA MARTINEZ 
FABIO QUEIROZ 
MARCOTULIO MOTO 
DARWIN PEREIRA 
AXEL PEREIRA 
PARSA TERROUHID 
GIOVANNA ANJOS 
ALYSSA MORALES 
STEVEN CHUTA 
TANIA QUINO 
EMILY PICHIYA MARTIN 
ALEJANDRO CHAVES 
ANTHONY FILHO 
JOLEEN KATTOURA 
ADRAINNA GARCIA 
JANUARY: “COMPASSION” 

BRIAN ESTRADA 
LUCERO SOSA BARBOSA 
SIENNA SILVA SOUZA 
ELAENA VALENCIA 
MELISSA BAHCELER 
MATTHEW ENG 
NATHAN JUMBO 
IRIS FLORES 
NATALIE FLORES 
LUKE DOUGLAS 
SEAD KASAMAJ 

ZAHIDE AYGUN 
KAYLEN ALVAREZ 
GIOVANA ROBERT 
KARIS AHN 
EZEQUIAS MORALES 
XIMENA MORENO 
ISIAH RODRIGUEZ 
AVRAHAM OVIEDO 
BRIANA PAEZ 
STEVEN ROBLES 
FEBRUARY: “SELF-CONTROL” 

LEYLA PEREZ 
SKYLAR VACCARO 
LEEZA MERZLENKO 
IVAN LU 
SHAILI DUARTE 
SUBRAHMANYAM GOPARAJU 
SHARON ARMIRA 
FRANKLYN CONTRERAS 
NOLAN O’DONOVAN 
TYLER ROSA 
MOSES CORDOBA-SOUSA 
SELEN SARI 
YAMIM MEREIROS 
ASHLEY OSORIO 
GABRIELLA MORALES 
KEVYON FOSTER 
ALEYAH GARCIA 
EDWIN ELIAS 
SARA RALIOS 
MATEO MEJIA 
Great job, Citizens! 

 

 

 

 

CITIZENS OF THE MONTH  

 

Zahide, Gr. 1 
Zahide was recognized for always being eager to help 
others! 

 
Henry, Gr. 1 

Henry is a great role model for his classmates and Mrs. 
MacRae is very proud of him! 

 

Adrianna, Gr. 6 
Adrianna routinely takes on a leadership role and plans, 
organizes, and helps all team members, including 
herself.  Way to go Adrianna! 

  

Citizens of the Month 
 

-
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School No. 5 had some wonderful events 
recently especially our book fair, a fun holiday 
evening making gingerbread houses, and our 
wonderful International Night!  In between we 
had movie matinees and bagel breakfasts 
thanks to the help and organization of Mrs. 
China Iriaka and Ms. Carolyn Sacchetti.  Ms. 
Corcoran and our teachers also make these 
wonderful events happen for our students and 
their families! 

Meetings: 
Meetings are generally held once a month on 
Thursdays. We are trying a new time that 
might be more convenient – 3:00PM!  Look for 
announcements in flyers, text messages, on 
our school calendar, and on our marquee.  
We’d love to see you and appreciate any help 
you can give to our school and students! 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 March 22, 2018: PTO Meeting at 
3:00 in our Media Center 

 March 22, 2018: School 5 Yoga 
Event 7:00-8:00PM!  Join us!  
Babysitting available! 

 March 23, 2018: Movie Matinee  
 April 19, 2018: PTO Meeting 
 April 20, 2018: Movie Matinee 
 May 23, 2018: School 5 Talent 

Show! 
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